
Job shows the proper relationship between God and man. That
relationship is based solely upon the sovereign grace of God,
and man's response of faith and submissive trust.
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Background

Most Biblical scholars believe Moses
wrote the book of Job. The setting is
the time of the Patriarchs. Notice Job's
age in 42:16, when man lived long
lives. The book does not make
reference to the Mosaic Law, seemly
pre-dating the Law.

The Book of Job is one of the oldest
books in the Bible.  If you were to fit it
chronologically, it should be place in
the early chapters of Genesis. The
book of Job says important things
about suffering. Almost everyone at
some point in life asks, "Why do bad
things happen to good people? The
Book of Job does not really answer
the quest ion,   "Why is  there
suffering?" But it does show right and
wrong ideas and feelings about
suffering and the meaning of life. 
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• “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and
   that he shall stand at the latter day upon
   the earth” (Jb.19:25). In the midst of
   suffering, Job had great confidence in the
   coming Redeemer, though he did not
   know His name.
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The Book of Job reminds us that there is a
"cosmic conflict" going on behind the
scenes that we usually know nothing about.
Often we wonder why God allows something,
and we question or doubt God's goodness,
without seeing the full picture. We cannot
always blame suffering and sin on our
lifestyles. Suffering may sometimes be

Points Answered

God’s justice is not explained. God does not try to account for His
justice as though He were obligated to account for Himself. The very
point of the book, everyone wants to know is “why”, yet it is the very
thing God does not answer.
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The issue of justice (why?)

Job did not sin so as to deserve suffering,
but in suffering he finds fault with God's
character and nature. He could not
reconcile his suffering with God as an
impartial judge (9:15-24; 12:13-25).

As we read the book remember that Job did
not do anything wrong to prompt this

affliction. As the story progresses Job's
attitude toward God degenerates. He finds
fault with God and wants to contend with
Him. Job appeals to God as his arbiter,
but in a manner like shaking his fist at Him
demanding an answer. This attitude
problem toward God must and is
corrected.

allowed in our lives to purify, test, teach
and/or strengthen us.
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